impact ratings are judged, is critically dependent on the more senior and well-known readers using the journal as the outlet for their own work, as well as advising their more junior colleagues to select it as the publication outlet of choice. As we know, career advancement, not to mention research funding, follow in the wake of indexation and impact ratings for the journals in which researchers publish. The vitally needed funding for 'payment to publish' in Open Access journals can also rely on it. This is why LLCS needs the help of everybody engaged in longitudinal and life course study by making sure their next paper or proposal for a symposium-based Special Journal Issue goes to LLCS! The development of the Society, (with membership now over 240 and just below 1000 registered readers of the journal) is a central part of the strategy for assuring the journal's future. We have set a target of 100 additional SLLS members per annum, to achieve a membership of over 600 by 2015. Safeguarding the journal's future, while holding onto, as far we are able, the principle of world-wide Open Access, now lies in the Society's hands. So please join the Society if you have yet to do so, and persuade at least one other colleague to become a member with you -go to:-www.longstudies.longviewuk.com/pages/members hip.shtml Corporate membership brings special benefits so please get your institution to apply for it and advantage more of your colleagues, including a reduced annual conference fee -also remind them to advertise in the journal. The society's bimonthly Newsletter (restricted to members), which replaces the journal's original section News, Events and Resources, will supply more up-to-date information of much interest to journal readers.
SLLS Conference
The Society's second annual conference took place in a beautifully converted Victorian linen factory, now serving as an adult education facility and conference centre in parkland close to the centre of Bielefeld. Sponsorship came from the German Research Council, the British Academy, the European Science Council, through EUCCONET and from the University of Bielefeld who serviced the conference. The delegates heard over 120 papers presented, in 8 symposia and 24 other themed sessions, and took part in four round tables, one panel and one poster session (26 posters If you find the content of a paper particularly interesting and thought provoking do not hesitate to write to the author through the journal or submit papers of your own on the same or related themes. We also welcome alternative interpretations of findings or short reports of new findings for the journal sections, Notes, Comment and Debate and Research Notes. More suggestions for discussion symposia based on a book or paper or special issue will also be well received as will ideas for other formats we have yet to think of.
Most importantly, next January marks the opportunity to participate in the next stage of a great publishing venture, which the Editors are confident that the journal, now linked to the Society, will continue to be.
